Telomerase activity in cells of 9-day-old spleen colonies formed by bone marrow of normal and thymectomized mice.
Telomerase activity was measured in spleen colonies, in progeny of individual 9-day-old splenic CFU formed by the bone marrow from normal (physiological aging) and thymectomized mice. Cells of spleen colonies expressed telomerase activity. No correlation was found between telomerase activity in spleen colony cells and age of animals. Thymectomy of bone marrow donors had no effect on telomerase activity. Our results suggest that the thymus plays a role in cell aging.